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THE REFORMED 


ey IRGINIA Nz 
= SILK-WORM, 
Or, a Rare and New 


BDISCOVERYS 


A fpeedy way, and ei means, found Lie 
by a young Lady in Exg/and the having made 
full proof thereof in Adzy, 
| Anag, I 65 2. 
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For the feeding of ial ae inthe Woods, on the 
Mulberry-Tree-leaves i in Virginia: Who after fourty dayes 
time, prefent their moft rich golden-coloured filken 
Fleece , to the inftant wonderful enrich: ing of 
all ‘the Planters there, requiring from 
them neither coft Jabour,or hindrance 
in any of cheir other emplos 
ments whatfoever, 


4 


And alfo to the good hopes, that the Indians, fee- 
ing and finding deat there is neither Art, Skill,or Pains 
“in the thing: they will readily fet upon it , being 
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by the benefit thereof inabled to buy of the i? 
Englifh (in way of Truck for their Gi 
Silk-bottoms) al] thofe things 5 
that they moft defire. aS? 
a 
Sen a ar age a pt AS PERE Se es meres operas, ey 
LONDON, “5 


Brinted by fubn Streater, for Giles Calvert at the 
Blick-Spread-Eagle at the Weft end 
of Pauls, 1655. 
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pepeveee sorte retry itr 
TO THE Reader. 


Ingenious Reader, 


Have in my Legacy of Hufbandry bequeathed fome- 
| thing unto thee concerning § zlk-worms, which hath wake- 
ned many tofearch after the means to advance that part 

of Husbandry, But becaufe the Letter of King lames to 
the Lords Lieutenants of the feverall Shares of England , 
for the increafing of MulberryTrees, and the breeding of 
Silk-worms, for the making of Silk 1n this Nation, had not 
annexed unto them in that Treatife the Injtrutizons ten- 
ding to that purpofe , and being but few, wholly out of print, 
andvery much defired: I thought good upon the occafion of 
the printing of this Letter to thofe of Virginia, to publilb 
st alo for the benefit of thofe who {hall be willing to employ 
themfelves in this way of induftry, whtch feemeth to be 
brought unto a more perfect and{peedy accomplilbment than 
heresofore bath been known either here or in France, as Ly 
the contentes of this adjoyned Letter ( wherern the Expert- 
mentof avertuows Lady of this Nation for the breeding of 
Silk-worms, is addrefjed unto the Planters of Virginia ) 7s 
fet forth to encourage both them and others tofet upon thi 
work , to benefit themfelves and the Nation thereby, And 
truly the Gentleman who doth addreffe this Letter to the 
Planters of the Virginian Colonte 1s much to be commended 
for bis affetiionto the publick, bec aufe he doth not conceal (as 
fome Muck-worms do for private ends ) the Advantages 
| Az whicle 


























To the Reader. 
which may be reaped by fingular tnduftreous Attempts or ex~ 
periments of profitsbut defires the benefit of others,even of all, 
10 be encreajed, And it were to be wifbed, that every one to 
whom God( from whom comes every good & perfett gift dose 
impart any rare and profitable Secret of Induftry, would open 
him{elfe towards his Brethren; as thw publick-hearted Gen-. 
tleman doth; then. would all hands be. {et amork,.and every 
ene would become inftrumentall to ferve himfelfe and his 
Neighbours 12 Love, and overcome the burther of povertie, 
which for want of employmeat and decay of Trade, doth Ize fa 
heavse upon very many, whofe burthens might beerther bern, , 
or macte eafie, if all the gifis of God were made ufe of,. for the 
end for which he doth Leltow them, namely, to profit wethall 
towards others, as. it becommeth the Members of ike fame 
Chriftian, and Human, and National Soctetys: for the fame 
rule holds in all the{é re{petis among {uch as under{tand what 
z£18 to be a good Cominonwealths-man tn the State, as well as: 
za.the Communion of Saints; And to this good and gene-- 
vous inclination, which Iwilb may more and more atound 
4a them with the grace of God, i\ball leave thee and reff, 


ee & 


oY Thy moft affured and faithful fervant,. 


SAMUEL: HARTEIBs 
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Inftructions for the increafe and Planting of 
Mulberry-trees.. 


What ground is fit for the Mulberry-feeds, bow the [ame 7s to be 
ordered, and in what fort thefeeds are to be (owed therein. 


He ground which ought to be apointed for 
| chis purpo‘e,befides the natural goodne's 
of it, muft be. reafonably well donged, 
and withall{ofituared,as thac the heat 
of the Sunmay cherifh it, and the nip- 
ping blafts ofeither the North wind or 
the Eaft, may not annoy it: The choice 
| thereofthus made; that the feeds may 
the better profper, and come up after they be fown, you thall 
dig it two foot deep, breaking the clods as {mallas may be; 
and afterwards you fhall divide the fame into feverall Beds ot 
not above five footin breadth, forhat you fhall not need to: 
indanger the Plants by treading nponthem, wheneither you 
water or weed them. 

The Mulberry feeds you'fhall lay in water forthe fpace ot 
22 hours, and after that you fhall dry them again half dry, or 
fome what more, thac when you fow' them they may nor 
cleavetogether: Thus done, you mutt caft them upon the 
forelaid Beds, not “altogether to thick as you uleco do other 
garden Seed, and then cover them with tome fine earth (patt 
throngh a Sive.) about half an inch thick.. Indry weather: 
you fhall water them every two dayes at the farchelt , as like- 
wife the plants char fhall come ofthem; amd keep them.as 
clean from weeds as poffibly you can, | 

- Thetimeinwhich you ought ro fow them for your belt 
advantage, is either in Afarch, Apr-l, cr May, when {rots 
areeither altogether paft, or.at the leaft not fo fharp, or of 
{Oolong continuance, as to indanger their up!{pring. 
A3 There 
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2 The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 
There is yet another way to fow them, and thatis as fol- 
Joweth: you fhall ( bemngdirested by a ftraic line ) make cer- 
tain futrows in the Beds above mentioned, of fome fonr fin- 
gersdeep, & about a foor in diltance the one from the other: 
After this, you fhallopen the earth wich your hands, on 
either fide of the aforefaid furrows, fometwo fingers fron» 
the bottom, and where you have fo opened ir, fhall you fow 
your ‘eeds; andthen cover them half a fingerthick withthe 
earth which before yon opened. : : 





fo) 


When the Plants that are fprung up of the Seeds, are to be removeds 
and how they are to be planted the firft time. , 


Nthe moneths of September, Ottober, November, December, 
ii March,or April.the next yeer after the Seeds are fown, you 
may remove their plants, (orin the moneth of Fazuary, if it 
be not in froily weather) and fer them in the like Bedsas be- 
fore, and about one foorthe one from the other y but firlt you 
mutt cut of their roots about eight inches in length, and 
their tops about half a foot above their roots, more or lefle, 
according tothe ftreneth of the faid plaints, for the weaker 
they betheleffe cops you fhall leave them. Inrhis fort you 
may fuffer chem to remain weeding and watering them-(as 
need fhall require) till they be grown fix foot in length above 
their roots, whereunto when once they have attained, you 
may cut their tops, andiufferthem to{pread, alwayes havine 
a care to take away the many branches or fuccours 5 that may 
any way hinder cheir growth untill chey be come totheiriull 
length of fix foot, as atorefaid, i tohtne 


When, and how the Plants are to be removed the fecond time > and 
in what manner the y are to be planted where they [ball remain. 


N the moneths, aforéfaid, (according as your plants are 
A waxen{trong) you may remove them either into the hedges 
of your fields, or intro any other grounds. If inhedges, yor 
muft {fet them 16 foot the one from the other: itin othet 
ground, intending to make a Wood ofthem 18 foot aE 
eal 












The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 3 
leaft, Buta moneth before you do remove then, you mutt 
make the holes (wherein yon purpo’e to fet them) about four 
foot inbreadth, and fo deep as that their roors may be well 
covered, and fome halfa foor of loofe earth left underthem, 
having alwayes a {pecial care foro place them, that they may 
receive the benefit ofthe Sun, and notto be fhadowed or o- 
ver-{pread by any neighbouring trees... 


When, and how the Eggs of rhe Sitk-wormes are to be hatched, ana. 
how to order the Wormes thar {hall come of them. 


Henthe leavs of Mulberry-trees begin a little to bud 
forth, takethe eggs of your Silk-worms , and lay 
them ina piece of Say, or {uch like ftuff, andinrhe daytime 
carry them in fome warm place about you, ima little tafe 
box, butinthe-nighr either lay them inyour bed or between 
two warm pillows, unrill{uch time as the Wormes beginto 
comie forth : then take a piece of paper of the widenefs of the 
faid box, and having cuc.it full of {mall holes, lay it within 
the fame uponthe eggs, and uponthar again fome few Mul- 
bery-leaves, towhich the Wormes as they are hatched, will 
continually come. Thefe leaves with the Wormes upon 
them, you mutt {till remove into other boxes, laying frefh 
leaves as well on thofe that are removed as on the paper 
where the eggs are; and rhis is rhe courfe which mutt be du- 
ty kept and obferved, untill fuch times as ali the Wormes be 
come forth oftheir fhels, {till keeping their boxes warm, 
as aforeiaid; but no longer about you, bur untill the: 
-Wormes begintocomeforth, ont of which boxes you may 
fafely rake therm, when once they have paft their fecond fick- 
nefle, and feed them upondhelves of two foot in breadth, and’ 
v8 inches.one above the other, 

The taid fhelves are not tobe placed in any sround-room, 
nor yet next unto the tiles, but infome middle room.of your 
houle which openeth upon the North.and South, that you 
may the more.conveniently givéthem either heat oraire, ac# 
cording as the time and ijeafon fhall require. Befides you 
muft nor makethemclofe unto the Wals, buffo as you may 

patie: 
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4 The Reformed Virginian Silk-worms, 
paffe about them the better to look unto the Wormes, and 
keep them from Rats and Mice, which otherwife might de- 
voure them. You mutt ob‘erve the times -of their comming 
forth,and keep.e ‘ery one, one.or two dayes-hatching by them- 
felves’s that you may the betrer underttand their feverall 
(ckneffes-or fleepings , which are foure inthetime of their 
feeding. The firtt commonly fome twelve dayes after they 
arehatched, gnd from that time ac theend of every eight 


-dayes, according tothe weather , and their good orull'nfage, 


during whichtime of every fickneffe, which latteth two or 
three dayes, you mult feed them. but very little, as onely to 


relieve duch ofthem, as fhalihave patt their fickneffe before 


the reft, and cho‘e chat fhall nor fall nro heir fickneffe fo 
oon, font 

The whole time that the Worms do feed, is about nine 
Weeks, whereéot untill chey come unto their firft fickneffe , 
give them young Mu bery-leaves rwice every day, but few at 
atime; fronrthence untill rheir fecond ficknels, twice every 
day in greater quantity ; and fo from their fecond to their 


third tckneffe, increafing the quantity of the leaves, ac- 


cording as you perceive the Wormes to grow in {trength, and 
clear of &cknefle : from the chird untill chetr fourth fickneffe 
you may givethem leaves thrice every day, and the fourth be- 
ing paltyyou may let them have fo many as they willeat , al- 
wayes having acare that you give them none, butiuch as are 


dry, and well aired upon a Tab'e or cloth, betore they be 


jaid vpon them, and withall gathered¥o neer as maybe; at 
fueh times as ceitherche Sun or Winde hath cleared’ them of 
the dew that falleth upon them. 

For the feeding of Worms you need obferve no other or- 
der then this,lay the Muiberry-lea es upon tren» and every 
rwo or three dayes remove them , and make clean their 
boxes, or fhelves, unleffe in times of their ficknefle, for 
then they are not to be touched ; the leaves which you take 
from them when you give them freth ro feed upon, you mult 
lay in fome convenient place, and npon them a few new 
teayes, to which che Worms that Jay hidden inthe old, will 
come, and then you may pafle them avith the faid new leaves 

to 












The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 5 

rothe ret of the worms: And now left any thing fhould bz 

omitted, which ferves'to perfest the dilcovery of fo excellent a 

benefit, I will advife you to be very diligent in keeping clean 
their Boxes, or fhelves, as being a {peciall means whereby to 

preferve them 5 wherefore when you intend to do it, you 
{hall remove them together with the uppermoft leaves where- 
on they lie, utico other boxes or fhelves , for with your hands 
you may not touch them, till they have throughly undergone 
their third ficknefle, and then may yon pafle them gently with 
clean hands , without: doing themany harm: provided that 
the party that commeth neer them {mell not of Garlick , Oni- 
ons, or the like. The firft five weeks of their age you mult be 
very carefull to keep them warm, and in time of rain or cold 
weather, to ferinthe room where they remain, a pan with 
coals, burning init now and thenfome Juniper, Benjamin, 
and fuch like, thar yieldeth fweer fmels. But afterwards un- 
leffe in rime of extraordinary cold, give them-aire, and take 
heed of keeping them too hot, being alwayes mindfull to ftore 
the room with herbs and flowers which are delightfull and 
pleafing tothe fmell. As the wormes increafe in bigne(s, you 
fhall dilperie chem abroad upon more boards, or fhelvs , and 
not fuffer them to lie too thick together: and ifyou finde any 
of them broken, or ofa yellow gliftering colour inclining to 
ficknefs, caftthem away, left they infe&t the reft, and fert{uch 
as are not fick, the greateft and ftrongett by themfelves , for fo 
che leffer will profper the better, 


When and how to make fir rooms forthe worms to work their bor- 
toms of fitkin, andin what fort the (aid bottoms are to be ufed. 


AS foon as bythe clear amber-coloured bodies of your 

worms, you fhall perceive them ready-to give their filk, 
you muft ( with heath made yery clean; or withthe branches 
ot Rofmary, the ftalkes of Lavender, orfuch lik)make Arch- 
es ‘between the forefaid fhelves. 

Vpon the branches and fprigs whereof, rhe wormes will 
fatten themfelves, and make rhear bottoms, which in four- 
teen dayes afterthe worm beginneth to work them, you ay 
B take 



















The Reformed Virginian Silk-sverm, — 
cake away; andtho‘ewhich youare'mindedto ule, for the 
belt filk, you mutt either prefencly winde; or kill che worms 
which are within them, by laying the faid: bottoms twoor 
three dayes in the Sun,orin fome Ovenafter the bread baked 
therein is raken.out; andthe: fiercenefs of the heat is alaid; 
The orher bottomes.which youwinrend to keep for feed you 
mutt lay in foe -convenient warme place; uneill the ‘worms 
come forth, which is commonly fome fixteene or twenty 
dayes from the beginning of theirwork: ands they:do ¢ome 
forth you muft put them together upon fome piece of old Say, 
Grogeran, the backfide of eld Melver, or the dike, made fa(tia 
giinit fome Wall,- or Hangings in your holes. |< ris.) 

There they willingender, and theMale ha ving {pent him~ 
felfe, fallech down, and in fhort time after dieth, as-alfo doth 
the Female when the hath laid, her egges, which eoves, when 

you perceive them uponthe,Say ot,Grogran:, Sec. tobe of a 
grayifh colour, you may rake them off gently witha knife,and 
having purthem intoa piece of Say or {uch ‘like, keep them: 
ina covered boxamonglt your woollen cloaths, or the like. 
cillthe year following: But notin any moift room, for ir is 
hurcfull tor chém , neither where there is too much heat,leatt 
che wormes fhould be hatched betore you can have any food 
for them. | 

The making of a Wheel, as likewife the way to winde the. 

{aid filk from the bottoms, can hardly be fer down fo plainly, 
as to be rightly underitood: Wherefore when time,fhall ferve, 
there fhall be fent-into every County of this Kingdom,. a 
Wheel ready made, and a man char thall inftrna alliuch as are 

-defrous to learn the ufe thereof: - Til] when, I will commend: 
the'e brief inftructions to be carefully confidered of all firch as 
are willing to benefit either themfelvs or their Country, chat 
being skilfull inthe Contemplation; they may the readier,and 
with lels errour apply themielvesto A Gion,which painfull in- - 
duftry, with Gods affiftance, will quickly perfeats 
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The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm. 
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An €xtratt of aLetter from Germany, concerning S ith. 
worms, westten to 8H, Efquare. 
"%& Sforkeeping of Silk-worms I muft confefs Ihave {pent 
AXittewite fome time in the ordering and obierving of then 
inaimuch asthis very yeare (1653) Thave had from them ‘o 
much good Silk (and equal to that whichis brought either our 
of Perfia or Iraly) as have made mee two paire of Stockings. 
And I have found by-experience thar they may be keptas weil 
in Germany .asin other Countries, and that Mulberry-trees 
will crow in ‘abundance upon our Lands ; wherefore Ihave 
often wifhed that the Emperour (of Germany) would follow 
the moftlaudable example ‘ofthe K. of France, who having 
forbidden the importation of foraigne Silk into his Kingdom 
hath. thereby fo much obliged the induftry of the People of 
France, that they ate come'to a great perfection in this Sil- 
ken Manufaaure. But concerning the Experiments of making 
Silk ont ofNettlesor out of Flax, Imeverfiave tried either of 
them! Only Iremember that 1 have {eete once a very fine 
and delicate yarne or thred, which was made ‘purely out of 
Nettels. Ido not believes that thofe Arcitt of Hamburg and 
Wolfenbuttel which you have named unto mee in your Let- 
rerjavill communicat their Skil for apublique good, as long.as: 
theycan get theipown comfortable Jubfiftance by it. 


A Letter written by Av. Ra, Aulten, from Oxford, Fetr. 
18,1654. Imparisng hts Experiments about Silk-worrs 
aia homtomind-off the Silk from the Battoms., whenthe 
worms have done {pinning 2-0. 


Co eel experiences about Sille-worms, 1 only say: 
chus uch, That Lam-fully fatished upon oood and: jure 
crounds that the keeping of them, ({tore of chem).in thele patts 
would be of very. great profit, could we but ger Mulbery leaves 
iyficient-to.feed them. For upon my own knowledge and ex- 
perience Claft yeare) uponfome thoufands of them, I fee what 

ctl Bc, might 
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The Reformed Virgincan Silkspovint 
migot be by more. For my great doube and queflion- was - 
tished about rhe winding ofthe Siiké from the Bottoms, when 
the Worms have done ipinning. I plainly. ei is very ealy , 
Children of 6. or 7. yeares old can apprehend it, and do ir. 
Forthe Worms havine done (pinning, which is within 4.ors, 
dayes of cheir beginning,through out-moit filke is ravelled off, 
and the endis found immediarely, whichrunnes.on (5.06 LO, 
or 16. or mote bottoms together ina bafon of water y alitrle 
gum drag mixed.’ Some Bottoms (ifthe Worms were {trons 
and well fed) run’ wichout breaking, Scarce once ortwice till 
all be offand firch as break,are quickly found again, . Thecruth: 
is, ifthe Worms are {canted of leaves, their filk is fo. fmall, 
that it holds not fo. wells thar of lulty Worms:!) Law many 
brave Skains of Silk wound off the lat yeare; andhelp’rro do. 
part of ic my fel, Now the: great matter is, How to Ppropa- 
gate Mulberry-trees enough. A's: for the ordinary way , by 
boughes, wecanhave bue few thar way. Iam fromtimeto 
time experimenting other wayes by Seed, Inoculatings Graft- 
ing, &¢ : what will be rhe refillt, as yet Lknow not : I-doubt 
not, but God will in his'good time bring todight and {ec on 
foot many good and worthy defignes , more then are in thefe 
Nations, We had needto labour to be ofthe like Principles 
of thar worthy perion whofe Paper you enclofed , patiently 
and humbly ro waire the Lords {eafon; and to deSene, for God 
in all we go abour, which will crowne our endeavours with 
comfort and ficcefs. 





A Rave and new-difcovered {peedy way, and eafie meanes of 
keeping of Silk-worms 5 being thus made. knowne. to the 
Colony in VIRGINIA, | 


Hes: wel you beloved Planters; to whatzin ithe? fews 
linesI fhall declare unto you; andis thus fent you in 
Print, that all of you may commiinicate the great and {uperla-' 
tive good and benefit will be unto every one of you? who fois 
wife, will ponder rhefe rhings, and give the praile and elory to 
God, the Author of all good Inventions;how Providence ha-. 
ving 
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The Reformed Vircinian Silk-verm, 9 
ving brought this to p's fer all y our exceeding creat happire $ 
and increaie o-ltore of weairh, wirhfo much ea'e, fo little. la- 
bour, no coft unto yousandin!o fhort atime as tourty dates, 
this weaith flowesin upon you. 

You now I conceive detire ro know it, and lamas Wiling 
to impart it unto you: thus thenin brief, ina plain manner, 
that all may underftand ir, 


I ty The way. to 
Thefame Lady, who lait year fent you her Books of Health Speedy wealth 


and Wealth, ( who hath the happine(s to beare the hononpable W28_ by fome 


name of your incomparable Countrey) continuing her fincere ee orem 
affeftions to the advancing of your welfaresin all kindes ; ANd fome 60 miles 
amongtt the ret in this rich work of Silk, knowing Virginia to miles South 


bein all refpeéts mcf proper for it,(as by alate Book ‘ent you: by land, and 
eta by Mr.Williams,) not onely in regatd of che Climate © attempt the 


4 ‘ Os 
; ‘fa ee a 18 Sap : *~-difcovery. of 
eing the fame with China, from whence the infinite quantity he Wefter!y 


of filk comes, bue abounding (as it doth) with Mulberry-trees’Sea, on the 
naturally growing there, and exceeding it by the Silkworm- border of Vir- 
bottoms found in her Woods. She hath I fay this Spring $i, and 
found ouc (by the {peciall’ bieffing of God upon her inten. be we Hee 
tions) {o rare , fo ipeedy, andfocoftle’s a way and means for rad pie 72 
rhe teeding of Siikwormes ; by the triall and experiment fhe The lady hath 
fo luckily made to the*admiration of all that have feen “or of thele Silk- 
heard of it, asa thing {carce credible ; becau’e not heretofore Dottoms in her 
thought of; hay, as it were , held impoffible by fuch Au- Abin gs ih 
thours as have written of the ordering and feeding of Silk- aoe med Ea 
worms : chat this her invention being thus made known unto credulous, 
you,her beloved friends in Virginr'a, the is moft confident ) and they are ten 
aflures herfelf you will all there inftantly wirhout further de- times bigger 
day eae will be the joy of her heart) become ereat and rich sine aa 
° F rape to. ad= 

Ma ers of this noble Silk-work to all your whfpeakable miration, and 
wealrh. of infinite in- 

Do bur as fhe hath done; follow but with good courage couragement 
your cheerfull leader , and doubtless you fhall finde (what fhe tothe work. 
defizes you may,) hamely, Great profit and pleafure in an ho- 
neit imployment. This Silken-Mine ‘will be to you of more 
benefit then a Mitie of fiver. 

In the besinning of Amy lat 1652, when her young Mul- Contrary ro 
berry-tree in het Garden egan to put out its buds, then her Boek Rule. 


B3 Silk- 
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- Pr. Hebi inian Silk Wi ; 
io} The Reformed Virg seuie of this eee: 
. ‘m-egos began to hatch, as the na fhe comes forth 
Siikwor Ae oo" Oe Ins once to appear , hee 
pret sn ture isy when her tood bean ing a Mulberry-leafe i, Waa . 
were purpofe- q th il: the preent y saying it inftantly; then 
, ell: fhe p all upon it in a 
pe poled so of bet helt sy they came n whole 
5, itt:e crawiipe creature ) ° he tree, upo 
are, cold, little Crawipg fe and chem uponicroct iwht fed 
ee cand arried the leafe and rhe: hey day and nig 
Bn hs eee ried t ‘ot dtherethey day h 
: a rer e5 an , anch to branc 
froft, - being lea hey made haft ro 2 leafe,. and branc 
‘ aw- leaves they ws leafe to leafe, a oreyy 
laid & {paw c 3) creeping trom le hemlelves: they ore 
ee all chemielves, creep ate leafing to themfelves; fae 
ned on a wall r : iberries moft plea an ego: larene's ot bo ys 
: Ty at their own liberci | urpalled in) largne's ¢ 
uva chamber, at their OV fall and iurp: o been 
seal gee hrived wonderfully, ar amber (the hayin 
and there re and thrived wond thet her chamber . he 
Site as e kept in kept them by the 
mained all tho’e other WOTMLES Ine KepI $5 and <epe then 
‘tno € orh : s of Silkworm p) + aes ohrened 
winter long to iyvayear a Miltris o 2 beginning heig : 
rue Many a year a J d profperous. =)  Afoutiioned 
rey the Vertue [ »«-rutes) this good and profpe alt off or flipped. 
d -rutes) C Oise heir Halure IS, ¢e ad: 
at the Eggs, Book ormes , as the ii Say ereater an 
&c. Andtwice her hopes. The ss ur feverall times, fill sacra Miltris. 
pepretuey Ts of their skins fo lar delight and content re began that 
B shonknalonearee tO the fingala ding upon the leaves, they es upon 
their bottoms, ¥ 45 dayes thus feedis dinning their Silk-botrome pe 
eres in Daa lotions work cf {pinning cha gallant fight to be- 
ae fate athe hes ofthe tree; {u oe NA SLE Ser was 
; ae es ortne .Miftris jo ; 
The feventh, ihe leaves and branc : ators , aud their, Mi J Yas 
its. hold ineaaiied is : fi ees herein and ney ve to her 
ne 3 ° ap: ‘ ° prove to 
wien come Abe ed with excels O ake this wou * 
crowne able felicity ave to call 
out, a callanr : heompara :€ i; ‘ove her keave 7 ! 
filken “White- ly dale Fir a (for fo pone you, that this ae 
ae fe 3 TE Ph Vv uv , a rs r = 
winged Fly, dear uf | pas and fom ith affured conf- 
it,) for fhe concluded, Amore with anurec | 
bladed in England, how x ori in {pin in Virginia ? a) 
No weathe; 32 (NUS ef ili he wormes live 2 vans AdS: f this thing, gave Go 
feems huits dence will t ddue confideration o 5 ‘en 
Tay ferious and du tera! 3 
chem there upon -erl inks. f incourage-:: 
from heat anc nearly ane Pe RUE you now tle ss ethos canta call 
rains they Andwhatcana iy WOPk LOL Fat : ee aby 
dhelter them- Si he full proof is made, ne rch eales.fo litrlecoitsh 
ar 3 nent? (ne Mais p feted with fo much eale; oN 
felyes lifider “es to Re ay ie CUS .e37 € CLO Gy pid : 
the erear It) the pleature all may admire it. bonr, ortoyl yo 
Le ayy edie Alasyas a ee f your care; labour, rads 
leaves as’ with gard or say: é huadreth Patt Qe ag adran times (as I-may 
fhield, bur * Lis not th : and un hen» 
a fhietd, LS and an ou then 
oe Pha obacco 5 in.and profit ro yout 
if either do ake about your © Fe 9ain-ana-p d vaerr 
harm them, or a1] things put bOgetHES MORE frat lt is baeinoakgnu # 4 
how eafie is a lay) J t 7 Tobacco: Mehic KA ar vie Commodityor # 
ad eS -v make DY NF yvall-fol d-rich- Tepe ony ither will 
canvaile cove yu his a reall-royall 10 rs k, jo this neither w 
pe teered Ghai, but Sel rwill have (ll fmoak, | ke fromyouany: on! 
wer the trees And yet li you ¥ : fab ce in that 5 Ob Take rk ! Contiders 
Beet endinguene hinder JON es havea minde unto, 
‘ o either of therem ployment ee) 
Oi, , 
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Confider, confider I pray you (beldéved friends) your in- 
compatable happine’s in this thing, and-ble's God for it. 
Surely Ifhould much wrong your judgements and patience 
if I fhould fpend any more arguments to periwade you to this 
1p creat benefit to you; and {hould be like to him that to ma- 
nifett the clear Sun-fhine at noon-day , brought ina candie. 

In'a word, there’s nothing is or can be wanting but your 
crue thankfulnefs to God for compleating this happy qnventi> 
on, and yourprefent fpeedy putting itin practice. 

-. ¥et'give me leave, before [bid you adieu, to add the ine 
comparable joy this Lady hath, who 1s confidently per:wa- - 
ded (her daily prayers are to God for it)that this new in,ent-~ 
ed way of thus keeping Silkworms-on the Trees; ic requiring” 
neither skill nor pains, (this laft being the only Remora, in 
rhe Savages nature, which .witholds them from attempting 
any thing’of labour) that when the Indians fhall behold and 
{ee youbegin the bufine's, they will withall alacrity fet upon 
it likewife, and imitate you. And that you to incourage 
them (as well you may) do agree with them, that for every 
pound-weight of Silk-bottoms they bring unto you 5 you" 
give them (as well it deferves) 5 fhil. worth inany Commo- 
dities they defire. 

And thus by the bleffing of Almighty God, there may be 
good hope of their civilizing and convertion ; fothatthey. 
may be likewife grear gainers both in body and foul by this 
thing. And ifthis provefo, (Gods mercies and workes be- 
ing far beyond’our capacities) how: much then indeed will 

Virginia's happinels be every. way railed ‘to the. height. of. 
Bliffe. The promife being made, 7 hat they thar be wife (hall 

foine asthe brightne{s of the Firmament, and they that tura many 
to righteoufuelfe 5: as the frars for ever and ever; W hich theGod 
of wildomeand power grant to you allinVirginia, and So, 

Lord, profper this work in their hands, Lord , pro{per theit 
handy-work; goodluck I with you allin the name ofthe. 
Lord, Amen, Amen, Amen. . 

Memorandum , that you take notice, that the Birds wiil eat 
up the Silkworms onthetrees, fo that care mutt be had ( and 
it’s eafily prevented by feverall wayes and means, as you will 
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12 The Reformed Virginzan Silk-avorm, 
devie) tofeare awaythe birds;.. ifallfaity a doy may be fet 
that may affrightthem them al away wich fome noife, or by 
nets encompailing the trees ,:and the birds will alfo carry the 
Silk-bottoms off the trees,if they be let there remain; but thats 
foon prevented, by taking them ipeedily away. Andthis of 
the birds is the chief reafon, chat Virginia abounds not with 
plenty of the nacurall wilde Silkworms , they devouring moit 
ofthem: and it’s a wonder how any at all efcape them, but rhat 
God prelervesdome few of the race, rhat his power and wit 

dome may be feen, andthe aptnefle of the Countrey to invite 
youtothe work, . 
For their Bot-. - Tt will be good for you toinconrage the Savages 5 when they 
pee finde any bottoms inthe woods, to bring them toyou, that 
ae aie you may get of the race and feed to increafe ir. Some.fay , the 
what mighty Ofiginall Sukworm 1s produced by the corruption ofthe old 
great Worms Mulberry-tree and leaves yby the Sunne and moifture. Bur that 
mutt oo » Mone ofyon may want attock to begin your Silk-work, the 
ea Lady atorefaid hath {ent you ttore of Silkworm-evgs to be di- 
isthistothe {tributed amongft you: andifyou begin but withan 100 eggs 
bufineffe , and this year, they will next year be above 1000; for one female 
howmuch —-Silk-fly willlay 3,4, 500 acatime; ‘all things more and more 
more fill they concurring to your incouragement. | 
make then Now thetwo Propofitions that tend'to infinite welfare, 
Ours ,&c. 4 
Till youcan benefit , and wondertull advantage both to England and the 
ectand gain Colony joynrly, aretho!e that follow, they which upon no 
the Egg and terms areto be omitted to be publithed and effeted, 
Seed of your Firft, char withall {peed iome kinde of Coyne be fent to 
ee ois |, Virginia , that may be authorized to paffe there for theit Com- 
worm :abich merce and better trading. But whether all filver fomewhar va- 
ischieflythat lued above its worth, or part filver and part copper, is left to 
you muften- the wi'e judgments inthat cafe. Burt of this confidently be af- 
devout to ftore fy red , chat without fome kinde of coyn or other , chat Colony 
ees as , can no way profper or thrive, nor any ftaple-commodities be 
Bmp artbic cs ferup, or Artificers in any kinde follow their profeffions : for 
bit , &c, Tobacco being nowtheir money, and that with which all 
Commerceis driven , and paiments madein, and paffeth from 
mano man ; all:men are fet upon that thing with rhe negleé 
of all other rich and {olidinnumerable Commodities ‘that are 
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in that land tobe had: and till'this remedy of Coyne be ap. 
plied; there can be noprofperity’ in that Colony. Were noe. 
the thing as apparent: to atl mens: underttandings’ as light is: 
from-darknefe ; I thonid alledee many reafons for ir, but it’s 4o 
need'efle'to tpend time about ir, as it might well be thought a 
great abiurdiry, Whatthen remains? bot that fome publique 
ipirited Patriot that wonldimmmortalize his name and honour 
in the procuring of this fo neceflary a thingto be tpeedily effe- 
éted; wherein alfo as the generall cood he {hail do, {othe be- 
nefit will be ever great to thofe chat hall undertake the carry=: 
ing over this Coyne 3 be ir what it willbe, allmen know it io 
well what the gain willbe, as there’s no needto name itin 
particular manner , chey cannot with for more profic then that 
will be tothe undertakers, and the Colony will wich: all cheir 
hearts be content withit, and efteeme them happy and thrice 
happy Benefatours, aes 3 
The fecond thing is,that a Publication be procured and {ent 
tothe Colony in Virginia, declaring unto them , that there 
fhall be liberty for all men to bring from thence for the {pace 
of tem yeats to come, any commodity that they fhall there 
Tate, into Exgland , Cuftome and Excize free )( Tobacco onely 
excepted , which may pay double Cuftome, if fo thought fit:’) 
and turther thacto what value of money. fuch commodities 
fhall be fold for here in Englaad , ( being rated at the Cuftome- 
hou'e at their entry; ) it thall be lawful to carry outto Virgi-) 
nia any Commodities again toche fame proportion & worth, 


Cuftome and Excize tree, 

Thele two reafonabie things granted; as they thall infinitily 
with all {peed advance the Plantation »fo fhall they (all chings 
duly weighed in the‘cale of prudence ) be'no lefie beneficial’ 
to Exgland, as all men that have theireyes in their heads; and 
Englith hearts in their bodies » fee and apparantly. know , no- 
thing more fure and certain ; and all @ab'e and needfull Com- 
modities brought out of all-liberall-Virgizia into England ata 
very. reafonabie raterand price, much cheaver. then now we 
have them, and are fain to fetch them wich great hazard from: 
deubcfull friends ,or Heathen Nations to their great enrich- 
ing and our own umpoverifhinz ,. as! to Jali knoving. men is 
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moft apparent; we {hall be free fromthe ufurpationof forreign: 
Princes and Statesin our Eftates, Lives, Liberties andthipping:- 
and we may conclude boldly and reyoycingly, chat Providence: 
hath provided this: all-fufficient- Countrey of Virginia agauntt 
Drake was An: thefe times, and rothele intenrs, char hence we may havealt: 


we wantfrom our own brethren, our: Nav 


there increafedto» 


what nuinber we pleale; forrhts incomparable land atfords na-. 
Virginia, in curally all whate’re: belongs ro the building and rigging of a: 
37 degrees in. Navy in alt compleat manner from top te toe, as may be laid 5: 
and bya fafe, aiure, certain, eal-e, near achand‘welterly di‘ 
co ery, ( part by land, and.partby Ri-ers.andSeas-) contract: 


all che riches of rhe South-fea, the Aolocos , 


Philipines, China, 


&'c. by 3000 leagues neerer tous y without moteftation by any 
that Countrey- Prince or Pirat, and hall nor need aralitoberroubleds if Ruq 
bia, Poland , Denmark, Sweden, Norway , Germany, yea France: 
Spain's Italy Conffantiaople were removed-) ooo times more: 
diftant from us: forimone word, whatever the'e Countreys 
Molocos.and: afford’, either néceffary or {nperfluous 4 all-fufficient Virginia 
withisrits limics will produce unto us, Amd fhalt there not t: 
fay chen-now be founda zealons Patriot, thac will fandup 
may be made. for his Countrey., and procurethefe things tobedone out of 


d>Now-.God forbid: Ecommit the buiinefle roGod4 ha-- 


oC back of ying done what: I conceive my partis , who onely have good: 
Virginia, Re» withes's and daily. prayers to.attendthis enterprize, which 


God protper , Amen... 
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At-afriends imporeunity, (the former part fene tothe: 
Prefle.) Lam thus enforced: to make this Additions and npom: 
the great hopes that upon triall ic willbe found, that you may 
have two Silk-harvelts in one fix moneths time; “of the eggs a 
fecond brood may be hatched in Janes and forfed by Mulberry- 
leaves, though then it may be it muft be inan houtes that chen: 
for the promoting of firch:a good defigne nothing of incourage~ 
ment may be wanring 4 nor any obftructions: inthe bufinefie » 


under pretence-of wanting needfull honfin 
wormes In, Thus much I will aflure-you , 


g for to feed the 


That 
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The Reformed Virginian Silk-worin, 1s 
That the flighteft and fimp'elt kinde of honfine or-covertire 
‘though the books are ‘roo fiiperftitions -and ceremonious: in 
‘the rules which are many that they give ¢oncerning the or- 
dering ofthe worm, which ate not io neceffary asthey: pre- 
‘tend ;)) I affure you you will abundantly contentahd. fatisfie 
«this , though: noble , yet molt humble creature, even with any 
-habitacton todo her work in; Ad to this intent I now declare 
unto you, (charallexewe may be'taken from you )etharthe 
poortimple people in Jraly , Spain, Languedotky Provence, Gt: 
do keep and teed cheir Silk-worms in ‘the fame low. earthen: 
floored Rooms, wherein themlves jodge and-doall their 
-houfhould-affairs feeding thdm:on fhelves and orrables } oi: 
ving themleaves withoutany moré curiofity ; and theychrive 
and profper with them as well asitivthe greatelt Cities ‘and 
tately chambers ofthe greareltrich niens Palaces. ob 
And that inSicilie and Calabria sthe démmon Siik¢Mafters Sicily: 
there doat time-of feabin the Spritic, det up only flighrboaye 0: . cory 
ded honfes:in che: fields: found: aboue the?! Mulberry ordévesy '° 
.and.placitig fhelves inehe infide Sfthenry evorféorone above ah hs 
‘the-other tothe roof y and arableall-a lone the midtofithe 5. 
foom), they ftrowing theif leaves onchelefhélves and table, -. 
there feed cheir wormesyand tedrhey piitintheroomeheir © ga dice 
Malter lies fot the {pave offivé Ph weeks tine amd chey have Thepreat pain 
abundaice offilk without more nda sanda wan andlaboy willyof the Silk- 
tendalbbhe wornmsithat cofie Of fig ob née of das: cand cho‘e works ina 
wormes will {pido poand-weivhe of lk pland eat bur av zo eri pie 
foi, the pound, is worth 60/s, in ready money, a/Uficiene the crees. ae 
‘gain co aliure aman to the Work’ tto¥ bat the exit -bipEehe na- itbe to you. 
| turaliwormemultiplyingw ii farféexceédics Andi Iaaay t6bThe fimplett 
torger! yer hvore thatxrhe Pecan manteris O*pitch ip one byiand Mgheekt 
ents:of Cunvatyand Booths round cheir Mulberry-woods, and POs - 
‘there-under they ftrow rheMil betty-trecleaves onthe BONA he futicient 
there their ‘WOF Mes feed and ‘ive and {pin y and do well ial’ forthe Wornis 
ihdes , the Per fans Warieialld ‘the tine Of fixe Weeksin fhe to feed in, and 
rents, THus-alf thefeexamples''do manifetly provreunro yawn, ie aud fp.n , 
thar very fimpleand fhehe: housing and alittle ‘e6vetnite awaill hr ae 
content the Silk-wormis ) andthey will thave well in them, et 
And thus you fee thar very poorand flight houfes in ivetwa 
a4 C2 wiil 






































Tie Reformed Virginian Silksworin, 
svall do the:deed. Nay rei affured that the very Savages shoit’es 
buiir bat with Po.es Arbor-wice,;andcovereditop and fides with 
mats wil beabundantiyJatisiactory coche wormes ,andthey 
will thrive in them as youfhall finde. upon triall>And let’ me 
tell youl, being desrous that you may do all things wich the 
teaitcott anduabour toyou, andto invite allo rhe Savages to. 
che work for their. own gain; do but take yout Reedsiand tmall 
Canes jin’ Virginia’, andrun but, aftrong ‘needse andothreed 
thorow.the Reeds which will boid them togerher, and {to you 
may prefently make fhelves.and cables wich them>as narrow 
andas broad'as you pieale; andin eruth you. fhabbfinde ‘this 

| kinde-ot thelf and. cabling to feed.your: worms on mich¢betrer 

Concerning jnimany refpe {ts cheniboards :,buryourmhay maketrialliofithe 

ox teh Perfian-way alin by {trowing yoorleayes.en thegroundinmhefe 

okie Lathah houfes , and fofeedithem., and!o,yoursecond:brood/of, Sulk- 
fent you one of wormis may alfobe thus kepr.and. nourithed: imthis kinde of 
the wheels , fo houting and coverture; Experience isithe Milins of fools ;fairh 
that by it all ot che Proverb: and itis not an; unyyie mans patie often.tomake 
~ ge oe rials , though to fome menithey maydeem mpofibilivids), ‘yer 
that work , fo’ fate and ftrange things have, upon triail often been found out ; 
you thall want andifyou would bit fhew, the Savages famples: of all kinde of 
nothing to © things; you {houldfoon by.them-know. morein amoneth what - 

fpeede © work is: in that Countrey to be had.then) you: have donesthefe. 46 

[be ods oyeagsycanditer reward, cheywould- bring: in.ofall kmdes unto 
sal chowyous, what, they haveandyon defire to knows, fovafudden dif= 
°"eovery may be made of all, chingsin.chac land-to. your mfinire 

os Quine fin rom. Yeso1 iow. ary bageg- S61 us 

ayo edo -. oconclude with this A4emento,, thanthere,are mine chines 
file 1 od That appearl, are of no or {mall diffenley pogiou and the Savages 
fiomlat t USED enterprize 3c aad get asa and wedleh} oO be produeed:from 

> 08 thefe Commodities 3,1 will, but, name chem, andleave thenrto 
_ 4 your better judgements.and chonghess!; worl! yorrssberraien 

+ qr ordsaa) | InThis Silke Ho eafie , fpeedy; and pfoftableathings: ; 3:27 

bis oi Sool ot 92 The Silk-grafle naturally shere;Srowimg ss whith, colthe 

2a! Far ovil Indians che onely labour, is-of puteingi Eup» stad bringing iro: 

bos you.at fucha price ja rich Commodity it knowns! or) yo te 
“eee 3 The planting Vines; {malh labour y:histle cols! long :en- 
during.) Oreo wort 37 DIF1IOOd YISV ISNT SOLA a! 


{ Ay ; : © ent ' 4 And 
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The Reformed Virginian Silk-werm. I7 
4 The multiplying of Cunny-warrens, fo eafie a thing, the 
wool of askinnow worth 8 pence, which ismore then the 
body , yet the fleth 1s coniderabie-meat 3 rhe wool! is and will 
be very vendible for this new Invention, not onely of theie fine 
light hats now foldat 15 and 20 fh. but the {pining of the 
wool, and making {tockings ofir as fine as. chole of filke, 

5 The increafing of abundance’ of Bees for wax and honey 
their food fo plentiful in 77 ginia , asin no Land mote, and if 
with an hatchet you do but {lath your Pine-trees , Firre-trees , 
Locus, and other trees, rhere will ftore ofliquor come ont of . 
them, on which the Bee will-gather infinite {tore ofhoney and 
wax,as in Rufiaand other Countreys they do. 

6 Theplanting of Siipar-canes,thatbeing no more labori- 
ous thenthe Indian wheat: ferting ity and once fet in good 
Land they grow eight or ten years, and the, Indians pains will 
onely bero cur them yearly down 5 and fell them ro you, 

7 Thatotthe Corton-tree isthe like for many years 5 ga- 
thering of che cods of woil fromthem, ‘as wedo Roles from 
the Rofe-bufhes. tae xhy 0} 

8 That ot Ginger foondone, the plantingand the gathe- 
ring Of it. ae eae | 

9 That of grafting your:Crab-rrees with Apples and Pears 
_ for Sider and Perry, you knowing that a man in one day will 
gtaftan too {tocks:, and chey will crow night and day, while 
you eat » fleep,, and play, and laft roo years ro your great gain 
and profit... MM ete eke wee gee a Pp 

A may not further inlarge my felf for the pre‘ent , rhe’e are 
bur taites and hints for your betrer-wits to worke on :. fo with 
athoufand good wifhes, Ibid youadiew. =. 





~ Eloreas VIR GT NAA, 














Ae Ao AID AND othe ate OND -AtD dip aon wis | Shae ‘Ane en 


The fabinnof the Botome, 


eas & Silke Boioline of che ‘2 
onaturall Worm inVirginia found, 
there in che Woods, is ten Inches abour, 
and fix Inches in length co admiration : @& where- 
as ours in Exrope have their Sleaveand loote Silke on 
the ontfide ;and then in a more clofercovering they in- 
tombe themfelves. Thele tare Wornis 5 bat te car' se 
inclofe chemfelves up, fill with Silkeche great ®. 
‘emptineffe, and afterwards inclofethem= — 
felyes inthe middle of it, fo they ~ 
ea a be Bottom.) : 


The loofe Steave Silk ts sit on cha ue Ge apihys tei penel 
for if that were’ reckonedin, the compaffe of the Bottom 
would far exceed this proportion: Burthisis fufheieiit tobe 
the Wonder of the whole World: tothe a ofthe: Lena 

‘cour, and Exaltation of V f R G f NI A. 
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A Loving Adverzifement to all the Ingenious Gentle men-Plan- 
sers in Virginia now upon the Defigneof Silk, By V. F, 
Gentlemens 

sabes hath bin the fingnlar favour. of Providence to yon and 

wJthe Lady, char‘fince che publifhing of this Book; ic hath 
fo happily lighted into the hands of divers worthy perfons.be- 
ing not‘only-Gentlemen-Travellers of credit, & Merchants of 
reputation ; but likewile wonderfully taken with the love of 

Virginia, andno lefs zealonfly affectedto the advancement of 

the Silk-tradé in that Land,which they judge € not of their ex- 

perience and knowledge of what they have and obférved in rhe: 

Eafterly parts ofthe World,where abundance.of Silk is made) 

that no part of the World is more proper for Silk then Al-(uf- 

ficient-Virginia: In regard of the excellency of the temper of 
the Climate, which naturally produceth not onely Muiberries 
for food, bur the Silk-worme it felfe, in that wonderful oreat=- 
nrefs of che wilde Silk-bortom: which as they fay, The whole 

Vniverfe affords not, nor brings forth the like to their own 

fmalladmiration, Andthat there isno greater quantities of 

them found or {een they conclude, it is in regard of rhe- 

birds who are rheir natural enemies, & devonre mo of them. . 

And the'e Gentlemen are contident,that you did not know & 

practife thofe ways and meanes, for the feeding and prefervati- 

on of them, as in fome far remote Regions is praatiled by tho’ - 
Nations, that'are expert Mafters of Silk-wormes, Virginia 
would initancly abound with great ftore of Silk, and {urpais all 
thofe Countreyes in thar rich commodity, and you all be- 
come with creat {peed and {mall coft, or liitle labour one of 
the happielt, wealthieft people that the World affords. And. 
tothe intent that fuch a blefling may not be longer wanting 
toyou, they have ont of their {uperlatire benigne affections, 
and publike /piric, imparted to rhe Lady the’e enfuing Relati-~ 
ons, with their earneft defires and advifes, thar you all in» 
‘rginia may out ofhand be made partakers of them. And: 
then knowing them, you may no longer livein grofs dark- - 
nes and ignorance of {o great a treaftre chat you are pees 
OF: 
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of, and may now have and, enjoy rhe fall ufe and benefit of, 
which. hithervnre hath coeirangely “been hidden from che. 


Jad’ they conceiving that the'ehief ‘canfe: 
thereof Hath been the perhicious blinding (moak of Tobacco, 
that thus hash dimmed and ob‘cured your betcet intellectuals; 
bot when you beginte put the'e wayes & means in practice, 


eye ‘OF body 


my 


they (ey you wil i blefle your‘elves Cas they do) that you have 
ort inthis loug rime ditcovered the infinice wealth and hap- 
ineis that will arve unto you out of Silk. But nor longer to 
detain from you this molt precious eye-falve, for the fpeedy 
curing of your infirmity,/and making you all rich ( which 1s. 
your main aime in that hew world ). | 


H. earken well to thefe Informations, which the Lady earnefily de= 
fires may. thus be with all (peed made knows to you all. 


Je one Traveller declared, That he paffed a Countrey 
- where he faw tho!e people had their Silk-worms feeding 
on their Mulberry-trees in che fields & there they live & {pun 
rheir Bottoms onthe trees, Andro prote St this noble profi- 
table creature & to defend it from the birds, they uleda moft 
flight,impie,plain invention {peedily effected & of no colt or 
labour to them, which was certain great fheets of Reeds or 
Canes, thar they hung over and abour their trees; tied to cer- 
tain poles thac incompafied them. And in this eafie manner 
they obtained great abundant quantiries of filk,to their won- 
dertul inriching. The fheets of Reeds were joyned together 
by aneed eandthred, running through each Reed at feveral 
equal dittances, and fo drew them clofe and firm together. 
This for you to imicate, is inevery re'pest to your wonder- 
full happinets. a9 

Another of thefe Trasellers faich, That he pafled a Coun- 

trey where the inhabitanes did make large Tents or Boothes 
all of Reeds and Canes, and in them placed thelves and tables 
made likewile of Reeds, on which they fed their Worms, 
firewing leaves onthem. Thee rents they fet up round a- 
bour their Mulberry-Groves . and with much celerity, and. 
no colt, 


A third Gentlemanand Merchant, chat lived long in the 
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The Reformed Virgrnian Silk-wormi, oY 
fartheft parts of Tarkey, afirmeth, That there the inhabitants 
begin every Spring, AZarch, to feed their Worms, andcon- 
cinue it till O¢¢ober,fix monethstime: their Worms hatching & 
re-hatching, one generation or brood ficceeding the other: {o 
that they-have three harvelts of filk-botcoms, in that {pace of 
‘time, every five or fix weeks one: they feed their Wormsin 
great long Barns made of Reeds or Canes, the walls and roofs 
ofthem, and fhelvesas aforefaid, and rhe Wormes when 
they have done feeding, {pinrheir botroms upon the reedy 
walls and roofs ; and that rhey have twocrops ofleaves from 
theig trees : forthole trees that have cheir leaves pull’d off in 
March, April, and ay, do re-leave again, and have new 
and freth leaves in June, Fulyand Augu/t, wherewith they 
feed their latter generation of brood of .Wormes very profi- 
tably. 

And in confirmation of this, you fhall know, the fame hach 
been found trne in Exgland, that the Mulberry-tree will leave 
twice ina Summer, the Lady had the experience of it, and 
therefore much mote will ic do with you, which willbe a 
mott fingular advantage to you. 

I mutt not omit to add whar the’e Gentlemen: farther ad- 
vile ,thac you can never fufficiently augment the ftore of food 
for this Noble Creature: forftoreoffood is the main foun- 
dation, upon whole {peeding the Silk-trade is to be ere&ed: 
for if that be nor wanting,no obftrudtion can be in it.For the 
glorious Worm is fo infinite in multiplication, wich thit 
celerity as isincredible , fothat fhe will never be defective 
unto you: they therefore counfell , that you graft your Mul- 
berries with all care and {peed upon thefe feverall trees,upon 
which they will exceedingly thrive, viz. the Popler, the Elme, 
the Chefnut, Beech , Quince, Medler, F igy Peare, Apple, and 
Cornell-trees, Andalfo upon any othertrees, of which upon 
a trial you find the Worm will taite or eat their leaves. Like- 
wife that you fet of your Mulberry-flips as big as your thumb, 
about two foot Jong : and put them into cood wel-dige’d 
ground in September , fetting them 4 foot in the sround.brui- 
ling the ends ofthem, and watering them the next Summer 
‘well, if need be: inthe fame manner asin Kezt , they fet che 
D Cod- 
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ba The Reformed Virginian Stlk-worm, 
Codling-flips, That you alfo caule the Indians to bring unte 
your habitations all the young Mulberry- trees that arewith= 
in anundred: miles of your Colony. But let me acquaint 
you that they admire what {ome Gentlemen Plantets of-cre-: 
dit tellchem; that your brave Wormes do not onelly live, 

feed ,and {pin upon the Mulberry-trees in the Woods , but do: 
the fameuponthe Poplar-trees, Plum-trees , and Apple-trees:: 

fuch an incouragement to the Silk-¢rade, the World (ay they) 

never yer heard ot before, which muft-needs lift you up toa 

moft{peedy and incomparable height of wealthand riches, in, 
4 moment of time. ' 

And by your gentle patience.and generofity, give meleave 
to propound unto you, the earneft requeitthe Lady hath to 
all of you ; that you pleafe ro inform her (being alfo the defire: 
of many others ) how it comesto pais that your Wormes get 
to your feverall trees, not only to the A4ulberry,but to others: 
For. inno other Countreys the Silk-worme-flie doth we her’ 
wings to flie with: fo that yours mutt either.do it Cando at 
time of yeer couple and flie rofundry trees ; -andtherelay 
their egos which remain till Spring again ) or thar your trees 
do naturally ingender and produce the Wormes (as it 1s con- 
ceived, the original of them {fo hapned ar firit) but which way 
foever it be, it’s. rare and remarkable; and proves Virginia to 
be one of the moft fuperlative Countreys’ 1n all che Vaiverfe 
for the Silk-trade ; and none comparable unto the; excellen- 
cy ofits naturall cemper for Si/k, 

Thenthat you alioinform. her all you can of the nature. 
a&ions, qualities and diipofitions in all kindes of this moft 
wonderfull Creature, every way fo admirable, what by any 
Englifo or Savage hath bin any way obferved in her: when her 
eggs firit hatch , then how long time fhe 1s feeding before fhe 
fpins , upon what part ofthe trees fhe faftens her Bottom; 
How long the continues in her Bottom before fhe comes out 
a Fly ,then when they couple, where they lay their eggs , up- 
on what part of the trees ? How long they live after chat rime? 
For the’e inthe old World never eat after they once begin 
to fpin: how large in bignefs and compals are commonly 
their bottoms? ifallofone colour, or divers? Tawhat apt } 

oO 












The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, sao 
@fthe Countrey are moft ofthem feen and found? what de 
» the Savages callthem, or know any ufe of them; what birds 
are they that moft devoure them? ( for did theynot, they 
would {warm all the Land overin avery few yeers ) ; ifany 
thing befides birds be hurtfull to them? Their grearne(s and 
doublene(s-of cheir Bottoms are wonderful, none ever known 


‘co befo, which argues the {trength and richnefs of rhis noble. 


Worm, her vigour and hardnes exceeds , that can endure all 
-wethers and ieafons both alive andin hereges,\ A creat in- 
-eouragement to you all that fhe is nor anice curious kinde 
of Silkworme; but tout and robuitous, chat will require little 
care or attendance 5 of mall coft unto you, But her food and 
- protection is all fhe requires ,and pays you ten thou fand-fold 
tor what: you beftow onher. That you pleafero fend of her 
Bottoms to fatisfie allamen, who are like the Queen of Sheba, 
‘much better truft their eyes thaneares; fome of their eggs 
likewile upon that which they lay them, and the Fly (though 
dead.) which will many ayeer retain her perfe&torm ina 


box +:do-nor the wormes' hatch and {pin twice ox thrice ina’ 


summer? 3 
_ Let meadd one Petition more, and I have done. viz, That 
{ome of your precious Siik-orafs may befent the Lady, who 
‘is confident upon thetriall the will make ofit, the will give 
iy fo pleafing an account and {o profitable unto you, in ma- 
ing known unto you what an unknown wealth you have : fhe 
‘praysyou (and allis for your own gain ) to bore and curall 
your trees (a moft eafie thing ) and thereby yon fhall difcover 
prefently , what rich Gums, what Balioms, what Oils, and 
precious healchful Liquours they will yield you for profit & 
neceflity:For all men know that many kindes oftrees do yield 
moft pleafant and healthfome Wines (as-J may call them) for 
man to drink fo alfo you will findé our ali forts of Dies and 
Colours (inftantly done ): cut and sbruifeall kindes of yonr 
Woods, Barks, and Leaves of Trees} Roots | Betries 5, Nuts 4 
Fruits» Plants, Weeds-;.and but boil chemin a Skillet, and 
then pucin alittle piece of white Woollen or Linnen cloch 
withfome Allom., and you fhall inftantly Ande and feewhai 
rich Colours they will make.. What is Indico bur a Weed, .fo 
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24 The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 


Woadand Afadder? Whatis Brajil, Fuftick,-Logwood, and 


_ many more kinde of Dies , but Woods ? whar Coucheneal'the 
rich Scarlet die, butaFly, or the excrements ofthe Indian 
Fig-tree?what isthe new-found rich dying ftufLof25./.aTun; 
but of a rree chat is brought from the Ifland of Liberty, neer. 
Cape Florida where Caprain Sasles plants >? And fhall Virginia 
not yield a drop of good Liquour or Colour ? It cannot be: if 
bur a triall chus eafie were made.. "© 

By burning of all kinde of Woods and Gums, you’le foon: 
finde by your 1:0/e what {weet Perfumes they yield, And b 
the ponderouinefs or weight of earchs , you may know if Mi-. 
nerals ornot? Let ir be known allo, ifyou have nor Waters 
oimore than ordinary qualities; fortafte, colours, fmell, 
weight, hornefs, or coldnels? there is much depends upon 
them. And you fhall know if they proceed out of any Mine- 
ralc, by caking a glafs full, and putting into it a Gall beatento 
powder, which will curnthe water into a reddifh colour: and 
fend {amples of all kinde of {trange earths, and ofall other 
kinde of things without fail. And laftly, (if ic be not roo much, 
prefumption to beg the favour co receive thar honour from 
you ) which fheno wayes deferves nor can hope to requite ; 
To inform her what be the things, the wayes, the means to 
advance Virginia's Profperity, ifthey maybe procured and 
effected. Ifany errour be committedin telling youall this: 
there is hope your pardcn may be obtained, feeing your onely 
good and benefit hath cauled all this thar hath been faid: and 
the.zeal of your wealth and happinefs hath drawn all to chis 
lenoth:. 

Sirs, you have the faithful teftimonies of rhofe: aforefaid 
worthy Gentlemen , and nothing canbe now wanting unto 
you but putting all im practice, what they have declared ; and 
for your good are fuch invitations and inconragements unto 
‘you, that more cannot be wifhed for. There remains nothing 
be humb:e thanks to God, andtothe'e Gentlemen your 
due re‘pects , whom God hath made fich Inftruments for 
your happinefs , hoping their noble courteous examples will 
allure all other Gent'emen Travellers to caft into this good: 
work{ome mites of their further knowledges, and every man 
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full defigne: feeing the conlequence of them-may be {o good 
and great, not only to the Exg/ifh Nation at home and abroad; 
but tothe poor Savages their welfare of fouls and bodies , 
which God grant. 


An Other Advertifement, 


"TT" He Silk-Trade, (unleffe we will be deaf to Reafon and Ex. 
perience) cannot be denyed the precedency ofall Trades 

that are at rhis day a foot,in either W orld: And that in regard 
of its great and certain gainin jofmalla time; A manand a 
Boy being ableto tendas many Silk-worms intwo Moneths 
fpace, aswill yeeld you fixty pounds: * which.done, they 
leave youten Moneths free for any other imployment. Inre- 
gatd of its {mall skill, lefle pains, care and labour , no hazard, 
no colt or charge , (more then a twelve-penny Reel ) notrou- 
blefome tools or Implements: in regard of its incredible eafe 
and pleature, as not requiring ftrenech of att of Wit, of 
Purle , any ftock to begin with, only hands and-eyes to gather 
. leaves and feedthe Worms with , or prore& them from the 
Birds:if kept on the Trees (their natural Manfion:) Admitting 
of all Ages, (for a Child can do all that belongs ro ir) all Sexes, 
-all Qualities, (a moft fie recreation tor Ladies , e{pecially 
being begun and endedin the two plealanteft Moneths of the 
year, March and April.) And all Callings coo; for ifSaint Paul 
made Tents , who can plead exemption from tending Silk- 
worms? * Ag 
Fraight , &c. then any other Commodity, 
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to contribute his prayersiand helptothis.or any other hope- 


According to 
that is madein 
Sicille by 4 

Dhan aid Boy, 


ain’, Silk is leffé chargeable in “Ware-Honle, 4 moft preper 
and yet none more imployment foy 
le, lafting, neat, vendible, nor more eafily tran'por- the lafie Indie 


table: for Five hundred pounds worth of Silk, fraights leffe , 2 


and takes up leffe room then'ren pounds worth of Tobacco. 

Now where Worms and Food abound naturally, andthe 
Inhabitants areborn with Brains, the advancement of the 
Silk Trade muft needs be proportionab!e : upon which double 
fcore Virginia hath the advantage of any place inthe yet dil- 
covered World; I mean for Worms and Food, which may be 
thus feverally demonftrated. Their Worms ( partly annually 
D 3 pros 
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The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 
produced by heat and moyfture as‘our Caterpillars andother 
In@ts each Spring, partly by “Bees which have: efcaped the 
Birds who are the greatelt cauie of their {fearfiry Owhich other-, 
wie would {warm overall the Land) devcuring them when 
they are Worms, Eggs and Bottoms ) exceed ours not only 
in ftrength , hardinefle and grearnefle, (being when Flyes as 
big as mens Thumbs’) but alfo.in theilargéenefle of their Bot- 
toms, which are as big as Limons ; (for Mr, William Wright of 
Nanfamond found of them above feven inches round ) and one 
of them weighs: more then a {core of ours ; infomuch that 
whereas 2-Thowand of our Wotms. made but one pound of 
Silky. worth.ae molt here30s, a-pound ,athoufand of their na- 
tural Worms will make ten pounds ofSilk,worch here twenty 
fhillings the pound. And certainly they need not object or be 
troubled at the fomewhat more courfneffe..of their, Silk, fince 
‘they from the fame number.of, Worms receive ten pounds. in 
momyfor our thirty fhillingss ¢ nsrft lor) So ay 
As forcheir Food, the Virginia Worms feed not only on 
the Mulberry (their fole food in all other parts of the World ) 


buralfo on'the Crab, Plum, Poplar ; Oake, Apple, Cherry 
and Pohickerry-tree leaves, with fundry other fhrubs and - » 


buthes. For proof whereof, Miftrefle Adary Wardient over to 
her Couzenten bottoms taken from Appletrees, Efguire 
Ferrar her Kinfman likewifefenc herten more; pulled off | 
from Oaks and divers fhrubs, Mr Laurence Wardfometaken 


_| rom the Pohickerry tree , Mr Wright fromthe Cherrytree, So 


“Cr Ruel and others. ic eRe 

The Objetion,or rather groundleffe furmile of che Worms 
being hurt by Thunder in Virginia, is (uficiently cleared; not 
-only by the Natural Worms living {fo well, and thriving chere 
fo admirably on thetrees; but alio by trial made there'this 
Spring of our Worms. That ever to be honoured NobleSquire 
Diggs having (at his very great charge ).fent for two Arme- 
nians out-of Tvrky skilful men, and made ten .pound of Silk, 
which had not want of Eggs: hindred him would have been 

fo many Thoufand pounds, . | eet’ 
‘Nothing then wants to make Virginia rival Peru for wealeh, 
morethen to perfwade the Planters to provide reas ai a this 
inter 
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The Reformed Virginian Silk-werm. 27 
Winter (tolof no moretime ) ofasmany ofthe Natural 
Worms bottoms as poffibly they can. They will now be found 
inthe Woods on the diFleaved trees , though. mott of them 
are {pun by the Worms on the tree leaves , which falling tO 
the ground, they perifh wich them ; and this is another great 
cauiethat fo few bottoms areto be found. The Bottoms thus 
gotten mutt be carefully kept in fome long boxes till the Flyes 
comeforth, happily in February or March, Fot they remain 
intheir bottoms 300. dayes , ours but 20. fo that their Eoos 
( whereof one female will lay a fpoonfull , fuppote 500.) lye. 
unhatched but about nine dayes, ours nine moneths. 
When your Worms are hatched,you may keep chem either 
onthetrees ( being afluredthat they wiil live on that kind of 
Tree what{cever it be from whence you took your Bottoms J 
and then you fhall need onely to protest them from theBirds; 
or elleinfome flight kind of houfing, Reedy arbors, Indian’ 
manfions, or what elle you can devile there csheapelt and {pee- 
diett, and then your onely Jabourand care ig to givethem 
leaves, which you may either {trip off, or clip from of your 
Trees, or ifyou will, lop of lietle branches ¢ which may per- 
aps prove a good way tor you: fog thereby the leaves will 
remain the longer frefh ) and give them to your Worms, who 
forthe labour ofevery Manand Boy thus inployed only in 


two monethstime, will repay you with three‘core pounds . 
worth of Silk, 


Your own Experience (Gentlemen) will I hope ere this’: 
time twelv-moneth certifie you of the truth chat is 
here fet down, unleffe you fhall rather chule to huge 
your own poverty, and make much of thar flavery and - 
drudgery you wear out your felves. with, in toyling 
about that contemptible , beggarly Indian Weed, 
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28 The Reformed Virginian Silk-sworm, 
The Copy of Efquire Diggs his Letter, to his muchhonoured 
freind, John Ferrar, Eiquire at his houfe at little Gidding, 
in Huntingtonfhire. From Virginia, June 21, 1654, © 


Sir, | : 
] Have received your many and feverall Letters, printed papers 
Gand Queries , and, would my occafions have permitted , I fhould 
ere this,have given you that due thanks you aeferve,and punttually 
have anf{wered all your judicious and pleafmg Quaries: Burl was 
foraken up in fending dayly for Adulberry-leaves, as they are nove 
fofar featrered from my prefent Plantation, that I couldnot poffi- 
bly an{wer your expettations, That onely difficulty made me to 
nake but 400. pound weight of Silk-bortomes 5 which Icaufed to 
be wound of 7, or 8. 1. of Silke in a day: Sir, I doe very well ap~ 
prove of your laft well printed Paper, {ent the Colony for ‘making 
trial of the Naturall Silk-worme, but [ach was my ill happe, thas 
I could not this [pring meet with any of thofe Botcoms , but {hall 
this next Winter procure of them, all I can; Sir, 1 am now confi- 
dent, Ihave conquered allthe great feared difficulty of this rich 
commodity , and made its (weet eafy gpd [peedy Profitt fo evi= 
deny to all the Virginians (and that it doth not at all hinder their 
90 much beloved Tobacco 5 but that they may proceed with both 
rogether) that now I doubt not (nor they) bur that in afhort time 
here will be great quantities made of Silke; you in England will 
reape much advantage, and gaine many waies by it, (more then 
snoft men can pet [ee) and I by Gods bleffing the comfort and joy, ix 
ferting up {o noble,fo beneficiall, a ftaple vendible commod'ty. My 
people differ very little from the rules fet down in your, Mr. 
Williams hes Booke, and as Efquire Samuell Harclib hath alfa 
diretted in his advertizement of Silk- worms untous; only inthe 
hatching of the Worms-Eggs 5 they are more curious, of which I 
(hall, when Ihave more rime, give you 4 more particular accompt: 
I made 10.1. of feed or Eggs this (pring to give away to diverfe 
Planters, that are very earneft (feeing fo great a benefit before 
their oe) to become al(o Silk-mafters , you need not feare it bur 
that this next (pring there will be divers tryalls made of the hope- 
full Naturall Worms , thar you fo bighly prize (and nor without 
good canfe) and which 1s mere,perbaps they may fall one after ano- 
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The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 24 
ther and be re-hatched that we may have a double Silk harvef.'n 
one {ummer (as you have formerly hintedto us), Pray Sir will you. 
be pleafed az-this time.to excufe my too much brevity in this great 
bufine(s of {0 much concernment y of fo much bappine{s to this 
Country and attribute it.to. my great haf? and much bufine(s- 
upon the lips [uddenideparture., having many mare difpatches to 
makeroRreinds; But in my next, J fhallmake you double.amends;- 
L prayprefent my fervice to the vertnous: Lady .Vitginias Six 1. 
daly pray for your long life, and well-fare ,and now Kofee. " 

etx3 10} na: Sit your molt humble Servant, ... 
| _Edward Diggs, 
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A Way Experimented by Adri Pattats-r0, makeithe Gummyzhard 
Naturall Virginia Bottoms (avhich hetherte.by no art. could-be 
be prepared t o unwind by reafon of the sheers hardne[s) to un- 
winde with tafe, tothe, gheat advanpage of the.Planrers of the 
Silk-trade in Virginia. Es 
oi SUF CShL Si pow aolsesl otie mre yn|e”) = aii 
y Our mutt take Sope-boylersye. or. liquor,, which-is: very 

fharp,and.{trong, and feerhar ina veflel over the fire till if 
bewarme, chen putiin.as many of your-hard.cammy. Bettoms 
asyoupleac,.andlerehem,relt in, chat -liquor, ‘till ir-be.fcal- 
ding-hot,|and{o memain,half a-quarter,-of amhoure more or 
le(s,cill they be fo. diffolved,that youmayitake-out one and find 
ight counwind;which yonmult thns doe, .., eee tee 

» Firth pucctheBortoms into {cald ing clean,water, and. having 
layena syhilethereiu,, chen take-them ousand proceed conus 
wind them as, the,cuftome iss, richie ; eH ; 8 ; treed 

ndpicae Sopeboylers lye, ot liguombe not to, be had,...you 
may make.a firong liquor of che. Afhes of any; Wood, -with 
Hoyling water, thefttonger the better, and this stay and will 
dlie-nerform.the work... Aind,chis.is jultas you,make.a lye to 
buck closhes,mathalen Only: note at, mut be, very, ttrong 
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xO The Reformed Ver ginsan Silk=poren, 
Ain Extra ont of 2: dery Invenio Ge lems Lx; 
#2 EXtYact Out 0} very Lage ons Gentlemens Lereer from 
Dublin, Concerning vhe Reformed V ivaimiin Sdk-worme, 


f Thank youfor your Virgniaz Paper, ‘Me thinkes the Ex- 
perimencis mot Nacuralto my Apprehenfions , that the 
Worms fhould feed and thri‘e belt wpon the leaves growing 
onthe Trees, rather then in che Houles, and that they, like 
other Carerpillers (of whom thefe are a fort) did at firlt breed 
fo, and thac Heon‘es were rather an Invention for expedi- 
CUCY» P 
But their Prapofition about Money to be carried to Virgi- 
nia, I urtesly diflike; even fomuch as if ac were poflible, I 
would banifh Money trom Jreland. vee 


Ay Animadver fon upon the Leteer fromDublin. 


I like not the Gentlemans Reafon why he likes the Pro- 
pofition concerning feeding of Stlk-worms upon the Trees, 
For almoft ali Plants, even the moft rare now ifule wefe 
Originally ( namely fince the deluge) wild and paft mutter 
amongtt Weeds, & are improved toluch a‘deeree of excellem>.. 
cy cotheeye, no‘e or palat, by induftry and homé-helps and 
contrivances: So John Tradeskin by Lamberh, by the advan- 
tage of putting his Trees, and other Plants incoa watmy houfe 
in winter or a flow, nutfes up thole things faireand fra- 
erat » which. would without that help:eicher dye or be 
arf, This is che reafon why tame Pigeons or Conies are 
Aasees; and breed bercer, and oftner chen wild. Yer leon- 
elude nora gaint tte et Ba felf; for queftionles, that the 
leaves have mote heart, frefh and:sreene,chéen halfe withered, 
ifthe cau'e of their withering were-known or confidered, 
But Tcamifay liccle co chis, as having no expefience, 


Anew obfervation, concerning the feeding of Silk-worms wish 
Lestick, imparted from Dublin, . 

{ine only to-pre‘enc you with fome obfervations I made 

S-concemning the feeding of Silk-worms ( mecting: ri ace 
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cformed Virginian Silk-worm, 37 
cidentally with a kinfwoman of mine that keepes great fore 
of chem ) which generally is beleeved only co be don, with 
Mulberry leaves: the contrary of which 1s hete by fome prae 
Giled, viz. to feede chem with Lettice;whichthe worms eat 
very ceadily,grow as big astho‘e chat are fed with Mulberry 
Jeaves & {pin as much Silk: They wil allo eate the hearb catied 
Dangedelyon, but whether thar willfowell agree with them 
as Letsice, J have not tried, but with Lerrice they will thrive 
very well, eating norhing elfe all che yeare,. 





Fhoep 
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More Obfervasions concerning the feeding of Silk-worms with 
Lettice, | 
SIR, slsus | 

Y good Cofen Mr. W. fent me the letter, you wrote te 

him; and the note fent you out of /refand, that intinga- 
ced the happy fuccels the Gentlewoman had chen in keeping 
Silk-worms ,not only on the Mulberry-tree-leaves, bue with 
Lettice leaves, the thing you much defired chat my Daughter 
fhould have made known unto her. Truly Sir your fingulat 
humanity and goodnets in all things more and more extends 
it felfe for the publique benefit of all, and I {ee to the particu- 
lar fatisfaction of your Freinds, though Strangers to you yet 
thofe that have daily caufe more and more to honour you, as 
we juftly do, Sir, this your favour is both by my-lelfand 
Daughter fo much refented as it requires from us, very hearcy 
and particular thanks to be tendered to your worth. She is a 
lover of Rarities in thefe kinds, andto try conclufions upon 
her Silk-worms, and no way envious, but much rejoyces to - 
hear thar any have had chat good {uccefs with Lettiee as you 
wriceof, and fhall her-felf againe make a third triall in that 
kind, for the hath 2, yearés la{t paft tryed her-felfro have kepr 
fome with Lettice leavs & fo did & they thrivdas well as tho’e 
Kept with Mulberrys,but {til when the time of {pinning came 
they would not ‘pin, bue then dyed and this put her out of 
heart to try further, yet I may tell you, the perfwaded a Gen- 
tleman near her to keep fome with Letrice 25. daies and then 
fedrhem with Mulberrys at laft, and the’e did very well and 
Spun as good Bottoms as thofe wholly keprwith Mulberry 
Bs, 24 leaves 
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ge: The Reformed Virginian Silk-Worm. 
leaves. But now fhe refolves upon your intimation of the ex 
periment made in Yreland to try a third time, and to give yon 
an accompt.of her fuccefs in June next, if Godpermit,. 

And. now Sir fhe prefents this printed inclofed paper to 
your worthy judgment, ifyou find nor ir matter of conidera- 
tion and reafon for. her to fend it as atecond new yeares gift 
to Verginia , hoping thar.t may do good thete ta the Planters 
and informe them of much trurh, and invite chem tothe buf-- 
nefs of Silk, which God grant; Amey Gere tvs YEE 

This other paper of Ryming lines (for Verles they deferye 
not the name) yet being chat what her BrotheFa youne S$cho- 
lar hath colleéted out.of Letrers, that were {ent her ftom Vir- 
ginia and given her, fhe allo fends you to further informeyou 





of thinés'ddne,lat iping.t 274) WAM ald boos YZ 
~"Fhus worchy; Sir, withthe dueirepeftsof both:our tdnden 
faluites, wifhing -yon«all<happinels ime this ahde thé *berter 
world, Ireft ever; en tc y ge Jon "OW adie 
3 Yours in allilove andfervice 
HJOHN EER R Ri. 
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Littell’ Gidding Hanting (hire 
this 28.Novembs16 $3): 


is ae tea 


She, makes boldto prefent: you with a fample~ of Virgi- 
nia Silk-grafs fent her by a freind, < It’s a rarity,. and fhe hopes 
will delight you who have {uch a publique: Spirit to ‘rejayce 
and further a-Common good; as fhe. hath great hopes this will 
provea commodity nextto the Silk there, as skilfull menand: 
Artifts do aflure her .of ir 5 and thoulands of poor people will. 


be.fet a work with it, if it prove chere to be inquantity. 
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Upon the moft Noble, Virginian natural Silk-Worm 
her wonderful, various, plentitiil food’; The infinite, 
{peedy,great wealth the will produce to her prote- 

- tor; (in 45. days the time ofher feeding) with {mall 
labour, coft, or skill, (learnt in an houres {pace 
by any child. ) The fingular-aptnets of that rare Su- 
perlative Climate, in Breeding them ‘on fo many fe 
veral kinds of Trees.in her Woods where they lives 
Feed and Spin, their mighty large, itrange, double- 
bottoms of Silk :, To the admiration of this cur Old 
World ;. but tothe exaltation and glory of incompa- 
rable Virginia, inthe New.c asa : 


( T Here wormes‘and Food doe naturally abound, , 
_* A Gallant Silken Trade muft there be found: 

Virginia excels the world in bath, °°. 

Enuie nor Malice can gaine fay thistroth, 9. 
Many aman the caufes faine would heave, 

How thefe rare worms came firft or till come there, . 
Lafetis produced are by heat and moifture 

Who in firange [bapes‘and formes do oft appeare, ‘i 
In Spring our trees the Caterpillers veaves> Le 
Ther trees likewife the{e noble creatures beare. 
And fome.proceed from eggs that (caped are 
From thetr.enemies fight, which thing ts rare. 
They feed not only on the Aiulberry > > 
Which tn our Worldfole food held ta be > = 
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34 The Reformed Virgintan Selk-worm, 
For all fuch precious worms of that degree: 

But Popler, PlumsCrab, Ouke, and Apple tree, 
Yea Cherry,and tree called Pobtckery: 

Soon the Shruts and Bufbesfeed full many 

Her worms are huge whofe bottoms dare 

with Lemmons of the largeft fize compare. 

And twenty one of ours wall {ure potze lefs 

Then one of theirs for weight and ponderoufnefs, 
Mafter Witla Weight of Nanfamound 
Found Bottoms above {even Inches round, 

And though the Silk prove not all out fo fine 

As Perfian, that’s no les to the defigne. 

For {ince athoufand of our Bottoms make 

But one pound of fine Silk, you'l ten pounds take 
From theirs, If we at Thirty billings fell 

Our pound,for twenty they'l aford thesrs well, 

The paines that’s taken ¢ alske in esther 

But the gaines by theirs eaght times greater: 
Then,we confined aretothe Mulberry 

For food, their worms bave great Variety. 

Her dainty coloured fises and large worms 

In length and bigne{s dofurpafs mens Thumbs, 
whereus ours fbort of little fingers come. 

Our flies come out 3n pan? days and lay 

Eggs, theirs not fiell three hundred as they {ay 

O wondrow thing! a worm to faft {o long 

And then come out a painted F ly fo firong, 

Nine mouths fall out our eggs unbatcb’tremazne 
Nine daies in Spring makes thesrs revsue againe 
A Planter (I wif they had bem need 
4 {poonfull eggs from one fly be gasne: 
wich pte, neuter at caf aeanaiee 
Lee fhortly endlefs they muft be counted, 








































The Reformed Virginian S 















ilk-worls. 


In March they firft begin to live and feed 


In April they bave done the Silken deed 
The {weete(t, pleafantft time sn all the yeare. 


You to this wealth the chanting Birds will cheare 
Aad ten moneths time they leave you with great cafe .. 


To {pend it in what profit you flall pleafe, 
Rare worms who feeding five and forty dases 
Ox leaves of fundry Plants and fbrubs repases 


Their keepers with fine Silke which wants no firength 


And yet extends it felfe fome males sn lenghs 


And for the labour of a A4an and Boy 
They gaine you Sixty pounds which # no 


toy. 


If you from Birds prote& them on the trees 
(Their naturall manfions) will them beft pleafe 
Your paines is [par'd in geving them the leaves 
By which alone you gaéne their Silken fleaves 
For non-payrel Virginia 12 ber weeds, 


Brings forth as all men know thefe precsow goodss 


Where thoufand fleeces fit for Princes Robes 
On Virgin-trees {ball hang in Silken Globes. 
The noble worm fo hardy, ftrong and ftomt 


No weather tll « able them to rout. 


The reafons why the numbers are fo fmall 
Lefs Cruell Birds devoure moft of them all 
When they are Worms yea Eggs or Silken ball, 
Moft bottoms likewife on Sbelewies are {pur 
Both falling to the ground do peri{b foon 
Thofe only found that {pun are on the branch 
Not by their care but providentiall chance 
Whsch only {bow themfelves when all 4s bare 


To Findin Summer any ts moft rare. 
Sf to prevent both dangers you sutend 


AA Reedy-Arbourwell will doe’t, you'l find 
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36 The Refaviheabt Vi Seats s seminal 
Or flightelt coverture inany kind: } 
The sktll and parnes to all each:Child-can de: 
AS you |r [ball find ow trial tis moft trae, 
And may rit wealsh compare.mith vich Peru, 
And for al-Tooles: that appertaane thereto. vi Wey, 
A Tie Ue pee y Reeleis all, chavs lk. cof yous. MA es 
No wit, no flrengrh, no purfesno stock will need 

But Ezes pil bands the Worms to guard and feed, 
And thio fee done ts the. Silken: deeds : sect 
Which brings youfo great wealth with fo roach Jpsedes ye swabs 
Five hundred pounds worth of.vach Silk, all leu: | 
Frazghts lefs then tenpounds tn poore Tobaiep 
Silkes are no tralb,wotoysnor-Pedlars wares 
Staple, good; aye vedady ‘chinke- every. mhewes 
Tiventy (billings apound twillyteld-youcleare, 
And Ships to fetebarwill-come flying there. 
Queenes of the belt editeowneed not {corne 
In her owne Livery to ferve this worm: 


















Ovly to grue her lenves ts all Nbe craves sas noo | want 
And inveward with Silk flee J make you: braves aod a 
Out of her vich bellysby ber-mouth [pna \ exroae aldo ott 


Weaves tt nto amoft curiamsbottom 
which by a Reele turning myth hand of mar sm 
1s wholly wound off moftneatly agatiner: nv dean thd 
To feed Silk-worms*no.Caling can difdaines Me neqarat 
Seeing they yeild you fomuch boneft Raine * ye seeesind DeM 
No imployment, in the World fo likely» ih 
To make fo fooneiyourslafe Sauage wealthy. | off 
For his Silk bottoms 22: exchange ball, havea saw WA 
From Englifh, whathefoneedss begs; aad: acted 50 doa 
Red coats, bofe, {hooes, kuavess:they highhdeeme 5% x 
Jewes-Trumps, Bells, Beadsy.all taysy za, lefs efreemes., ot 
a all be thus the caufe Nei now demand... we 
“why 
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> The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm, 
why hath this knowledg been thus long detain’ d 
And but now by the Ladies Books inflam a 
Ignorance of Planters fo ftrange hath been 
Till now ne've knew nor dreamt of this rich thing 
Confet 1t ts, that of t forme they have feene 
Regardlefly, but ne’ve did them efteeme. 

which lofs of wealth and Honour they'l regaine 
And Virgins Counfell follow will amaine, 

The happy onfet they thw Spring have made 

Aljures them all aftately pretios trade, 

Sa Henry Chichly was Heroick Knight 
Afjirimes ther’s not ah ingenuons Wight 

in Virginia but makes all {peed he can 

To be eve long a Silken nobleman, 

And {ay,Coloxel Ludlow certifies | 

That thence from Sik great profit will arife 

Yea worthy Bernard that {tout Colonel : | 
Lnformes the Lady the work moff facile 
Aad of rich Silken ftuffs, made lbortly there 

He hopes that he and others {hall fooné weave. 

50 major John Weftrope' faith, Silk will Le 

A gallant defigne for their brave Conntry. 

Thunder was that, that fome men onely doubt 

But triall made this Spring puts that feare out. 

Tall Lands where worms aré kept-tis wonder 

To heave that any were harm’d by thunder, P 
Their naturall worm proves this more traer, 

Mtr, Gorge Lobs that prudent old Plantey °° 
‘Tells her that worms ne’re [pun Silk datntier, 

Lets gtve thofe G entlemomen. thear fall dies 9 0.3 
Miftrefs Garret and Burhage for S#lk glaese 5 
That Colonells wife needs not farr to rove 

Her Court affords a pleafant Mulberry Grove : 
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so apne Petree een enn ee 
etter een san erent 





3 Gi The Reformed Virginian Silk-morms... 
But noble Diggs carries the Bell away, 
(Las! want of eggs made {of{mall the effay). 
His two Armeniansfrom Turky feat 
Ave now moft bufy on his brave attempt 
And hadhe flock fufjicient for nextyeare 
Ten thoufand pound of Silk would then appeare 
And tothe skies kis worthy deeds upreare. . ‘ 
Loe here whaswufire(s Mary Ward hath (ent 
And to her Lady Cojin fhe prefents 
Ten vare Bottoms tosk from her Apple tree 
That all England may 1 beleeve and fee, 
Her honour’d Kins-mau E{quire Vcrrar, 
To confirme and make the wonder greater 
Ten more likewife hath {ent herswhich hefeund 
On {lately Oakes and Shrubs that kifs the ground 
And Dottour Rulsell that leavrid Phifitaan 
Hath with bis,made a full addttion, . 
For things more flowly do afject the minde 
which eares doheare then thofe that eres do find. 
Now from (meke V itginia fball be railed 
And throughout the world be duly prafed, 
Ah Bleft be God that now 1n his due time 
This Silken light apparently doth fbine 

Then come, O come with facred Lays 

Let us found the Almightys praife 





LF. 


Tothe moft Noble deferving E{quire Diggs:upon the Asrivall 
of his two Armenians. out of Turk y into Virginia, 


Cosrage, brave Sir : fith Ayde from God ts fent 
Proceed, go on, drive forth ¢hy great intense. 








The Reformed Virginian Silkworm, 
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A Comparifon beiween the kan and labour of 


TOBACCO®§ ahd 5 IL K. 


| aS requires 9 moneths time ,~ much care 
@ and Jabour,both without and within dcres, and a 
mans Crop is commonly 15 hundred weight of To- 
bacco, and this at two pence a pound.is 14 pound 
gain. 

Silk requires fix weeks time, if Gone in a houfe, and 
by the labour of aman and boy, in gathering leaves, 
| and tending the worms that come of fix ounces feed, 

there “is by fo many worms {pun as much Silk as wil! 

weigh «fixty pound weight, and this but at 20 fictl, a 

pound,yeelds 60 /. in ready mony. 

Tobacco,leaves a man but 3 moneths in'the year for 
other bufinefs. | 

Silk, leaves a man ten moneths time in the year, for 
any other imployments. 

14 pounds a man gaines by his Crop of Tobacco. 

60 pounds a man and boy gains by his Crop of Silk.! 

Then let*all men judge which is the more gainfull. 

But what will be the gain and profit, by the worms 
feeding and {pinning on. the Trees is more confidera. 
ble, and alfo the natural! Virginia-worms bottome 
exceding ours in Evrope 20 times in bignefs, »and in 
weight : what a Treafure then will this be, and no 
labour , coft, hazard , expence of time'at all, a Boy 
onely tokeep away the Birds from cating the Silk- 
worms onthe Trees, &c. F 
Thy 

















4o The Reformed Virginian Silk-worm. « - 
Thus learned Bartas upon this noble & admirable Creature. 


Vi may I not this wonderom worm pals by, 
Of ply ured worm, and of a Worm a Fly, oo 
Two Birchs,two Deaths,here Nature hath affign’d her, 
Leaving a Poffhume,i\ead-live Secd behind her ; 
Which {oon transforms the freth and tender leaves 
Of Thifbes pale tree, to thofe tender fleaves 
(On Ovali Clues ) of foft imooth filken Flax, 
which more for us then for her felf the makes. 
O precious fleece | which only did aderne 
The facred loins of Princes heretofore: 
But our proud ages, with prodigall abufe 
Hath fo profan’d the old honorable ule: 
That Shifters now, that {carce have bread to eat 
Difdain plain Suk, unlefs it be befet | 

Vith one of thofe brave Metals; whofe defire 
Burns ercedy foules with an impartial fire, 

Had Du Battas fully known all the vertues. and rarities 
in this incomparable Creature, even a miracle in Nature, - 
hé wold have thlaveed bis. Poems im wmore ample manner 
in the praife of it, to the greathonour of théesCreatours\ 
Cui Gloria, Amen.) — | : 

Homo Vermis. 

Wee all are creeping Worms of th’ earth, 

Some are Silk-Worms great by birth, 

Glow-Worms-{ome that {hine by night j 

Slow-Werms others, apt.to bite, 

Some aremuck-Worms flavesto wealth; 

Maw-Worms fome that wrong.thehealths, 

Some to the publique na good willers, 

Cancker-Worms and Cager-pillers 3, 

Found about the earth wee’r crawling, 

For a forry life wee’r{prawling, ~ 

Putrid fruff we fuckyit fills us, 

Death then (ers his foot and kills us. 
FINALS. 
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